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1-1.   Transcultural Asia: Multivalent Japanese-ness in Asia     Stern 203 
Chair: Hiroaki Kawamura, University of Findlay 
Japan is a country of over 125 million people living in a geographically diverse area of roughly 
146,000 square miles, but some Japanese have argued that Japan is ethnically and culturally 
homogeneous. When our panelists consider the multivalence of Japanese cultures by analyzing 
artifacts that challenge such cultural definitions, it becomes clear that Japanese-ness has been 
regularly redefined through dynamic interaction with forces from within and outside Japan. 
Kawamura will demonstrate that Japanese national identity has gone through rather drastic 
transformation based on Japan’s relationship with “others” including other Asian countries. Aoki 
will examine the marginalization of Burakumin in Japan and what that indicates about 
generalized constructions of Japanese identity. Tangeman will turn to literature and examine 
cross-cultural literary influences in the short fiction of Murakami Haruki. Langton focuses on 
cinematic portrayals of the experience of Koreans resident in Japan and their interrogation of 
national identity and racial harmony. 
 

• Japan as a Multiethnic Nation: Political and Cultural Rhetoric of Japanese-ness in the 
Early 1900s.  Hiroaki Kawamura, University of Findlay 

o Japan is a country of over 125 million people living in a geographically diverse 
area of roughly 146,000 square miles, but some Japanese have argued that Japan 
is ethnically and culturally homogeneous. When our panelists consider the 
multivalence of Japanese cultures by analyzing artifacts that challenge such 
cultural definitions, it becomes clear that Japanese-ness has been regularly 
redefined through dynamic interaction with forces from within and outside Japan. 
Kawamura will demonstrate that Japanese national identity has gone through 



rather drastic transformation based on Japan’s relationship with “others” 
including other Asian countries. Aoki will examine the marginalization of 
Burakumin in Japan and what that indicates about generalized constructions of 
Japanese identity. Tangeman will turn to literature and examine cross-cultural 
literary influences in the short fiction of Murakami Haruki. Langton focuses on 
cinematic portrayals of the experience of Korean residents in Japan and their 
interrogation of national identity and racial harmony. 

 
• Nobody told me that I am a Burakumin: An Invisible Minority in Japan.  Rie Aoki, 

University of Findlay 
o The Burakumin, the Japanese hamlet people, are a minority group of Japanese. 

They are ethnically Japanese and share the same culture and customs with other 
Japanese, yet they have a history of being social outcasts and facing 
discrimination. The Special Measures Law for Assimilation Projects was 
implemented in 1969 to resolve problems of social inequity toward the Buraku 
People, but those laws lapsed in 2002. It is not uncommon for parents to withhold 
information about their family background from their children in some Buraku 
communities, and it is true some Burakumin are not aware of their family 
heritage. This paper, based on interviews, examines how Buraku identity is 
treated in a family and explores the diversity of Japanese identity that Buraku 
people see through their identity negotiation in a family.  

 
• What I Think About When I Think About Murakami Haruki.  Michael Tangeman, 

Denison University 
o The title of this paper is intended to reflect the extensive cultural borrowing 

between Japan and the United States in the last century. Some may recognize the 
similarity between this paper’s title and the English translation of Murakami 
Haruki’s What I Talk About When I Talk About Running (2007). However, 
Murakami modeled his title on that of a short story by Raymond Carver (1938-
1988), “What We Talk About When We Talk About Love” (1981). 
 
Murakami has long acknowledged Carver’s profound influence on his fiction. 
Rather than engage in a Nihonjin-ron-esque analysis of what is “Japanese” about 
Murakami’s fiction, it is more intellectually engaging to read representative works 
by Carver and Murakami to consider how the literary stylistics of each author 
compare. Where Carver uses direct, unadorned prose to plunge the reader into 
uncomfortable realities, Murakami attempts to mimic that same directness to take 
the reader to fantastic worlds that often go unexplained. 

 
• Subverting the Myth of Homogeneity: Two Cinematic Depictions of the Lived 

Experience of Koreans Resident in Japan.  Scott Langton, Austin College 
o My paper discusses the portrayal of the experience of Koreans resident in Japan in 

two films, Yukisada Isao’s GO (2001) and Sai Yoichi’s Blood and Bones (Chi to 
hone, 2004). Sai’s film, based on the semi-autobiographical novel by Yan Sogiru 
(a.k.a. Yang Seok-il) follows an immigrant from Jeju Island to Osaka from 1923 
until his death in the 1970s. GO, derived from Kaneshiro Kazuki’s novel, focuses 



on the tribulations of a third-generation Korean resident born in Japan as he 
negotiates the challenges of high school and home life in the late 1990s. Taken 
together, the films offer an overview of the institutional and personal racism 
affecting Japan’s Korean residents in the twentieth-century, whether they be 
subaltern imperial subjects or their progeny born and raised in Japan. While 
Blood and Bones is unremittingly bleak and violent, GO holds out hope that 
deeply ingrained prejudices may be overcome. 

 
 
1-2.   Representation, Reflection, and Responsibility in    Stern 204 
 Ethnographies of Music in Asia  
Chair: Lauren Meeker, SUNY New Paltz 
Ethnography calls for specific ways of knowing the world, born of the intimacy of the 
ethnographic encounter and (always incomplete) efforts at cultural translation. The 
indeterminacy of ethnography’s representational process is intertwined with relationships 
between ethnographers and the people, institutions, histories, and cultural traditions of field sites. 
In unique ways, ethnographies of music highlight the emergent nature of ethnographic 
relationships, as music is a discursive layer that can resist conclusive explanations. 
 This panel explores ethnographic encounters with Asian music in Southeast and South 
Asia, with an emphasis on questions of representation and reflection in the current historical 
moment. The panel explores how ethnographic encounters demand representational 
responsibility, acknowledging ethnography as a living process through which meaning is co-
created. Panelists explore how heeding the call to representational responsibility can be 
ethnographically productive. Additionally, the panel highlights how the ethnographic process 
itself is a form of cultural circulation that impacts musical cultures. 
 

• Musical Intimacies: a story of ethnographic filmmaking, an American-Burmese Hsaing 
ensemble, and a pandemic.  Lauren Meeker, SUNY New Paltz 

o In 2019, faculty, students, and community members in New Paltz, NY joined 
renowned Burmese percussionist Kyaw Kyaw Naing to build a Burmese Hsaing 
Ensemble, the first of its kind in the U.S. I joined the project as an ethnographic 
filmmaker to document the ensemble from an anthropological perspective. Over 
the next year and a half, we made two short films, one about the ensemble’s 
learning process (Growing Rhythm, 2019) and a second documenting the 
ensemble’s work on a piece based on music used in spirit mediumship rituals (Ko 
Gyi Kyaw, 2020). The ensemble began learning the latter piece just as the 
pandemic was beginning; the film thus also became a story about how the 
ensemble had to adapt to the pandemic. In this paper, I consider how filming 
ensemble members learning an unfamiliar musical tradition through oral 
transmission during the pandemic raised fundamental questions about how to 
negotiate the boundaries of cultural and musical intimacy, and how masking and 
distancing metaphorically mirrored my own insider/outsider status as 
anthropologist on the project. I came to the project as a newcomer to Burmese 
culture and music, a reversal of the usual trajectory of ethnographic filmmaking 
in which one immerses in the culture before pulling out the camera. While this 
positionality set me apart from the group in ways I was not used to, that same 



distance enabled me to facilitate discussions of ethical issues around rights and 
permissions with the group members and funders that ultimately brought us all 
closer together. 

 
• “By invitation Only?” Reflections on Fieldwork in the Digital Age.  Natalie Sarrazin, 

SUNY Brockport 
o In 1972, ethnomusicologist Bonnie Wade penned an article detailing the 

networking, contacts, and politics of a non-Indian researcher entering village 
fieldwork in India. As a young graduate student, I began my research studying 
the trance music of a local Rajasthani deity throughout a labyrinth of villages in 
Eastern Rajasthan, using Bonnie’s work as a roadmap- my entry facilitated by a 
local guide familiar with the cultural nuances of the area. By the early 21st 
century, not only had fieldwork changed, but my approach changed as well. A 
consummate outsider in the village, my recent work with popular music artists in 
India is facilitated more by technology granting me a more intimate status. In this 
paper, I reflect on the relationships, networking, and involvement of villagers in 
my initial fieldwork with more recent work. How has my position in the field 
changed? Has technology obfuscated or precluded the need for “invitations?” 

 
• Acknowledgement as Historical Method: Thai-American Musical Encounters During the 

War in Vietnam.  Benjamin Tausig, Stony Brook University 
o The intimate relationship between the United States and Thailand during the war 

in Vietnam was, much like the war itself, shrouded in secrecy. This was as true in 
everyday life as it was in the realm of geopolitics. In Thailand, westerners 
famously found minimally regulated opportunities in business, spycraft, 
diplomacy, and sex. In a context of American semi-colonialism, westerners 
flaunted new kinds of privilege. 
 
Music was in high demand in this milieu. Especially for soldiers on R&R leave 
from Vietnam, a night out at the bar, with a Thai or Filipino band playing covers 
of the latest stateside hits, was worth splurging on. Significant economies of 
music and nightlife emerged in Bangkok and other cities, and performers spent a 
decade or longer reaping the rewards of high demand. Nightlife was boisterous, 
anarchic, and often highly exploitative. 
 
Extrapolated from a larger research project, this paper provides an overview of 
musical encounters between Thais and westerners in Bangkok in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s. Far from a historical curiosity, this period illuminates the ways 
in which contemporary ethnographies of Thailand continue to reflect the 
structures of semicolonial privilege that developed during the era of the war in 
Vietnam. To write about Thai music as a white westerner in the twenty-first 
century is, still and powerfully, to work within a colonial framework. This paper 
seeks to acknowledge this framework, which all too often remains a secret, by 
connecting historical stories of Thai-American musical encounters to the 
ethnographic present. 

 



1-3.   Arts Education as Environmentalist Activism    Stern 303 
Chair: Anne Harley, Scripps College 
The arts have the unique power to transform consciousness that can and should be leveraged in 
and out of the classroom to address complex ecological crises and inequality.  Presentations for 
this panel highlight Asia’s wisdom traditions through its visual and performing arts. In stirring 
the regenerative energies of a new generation of globally responsible leaders and citizens, new 
pathways can be opened to creatively solve environmental issues towards a more flourishing 
world for all. 
 

•  Musical Transports: How performance can best function as environmentalist activism?  
Anne Harley, Scripps College 

o How can performance and teaching performing arts best prepare our students for a 
future in which environmental crises will accelerate in frequency and increase in 
scope? How can the performing arts most productively operate as a 
transdisciplinary convener, bringing science and humanities faculty and students 
together to create positive change. In examining several musical and theatre 
projects with environmentalist themes developed specifically for students at 
liberal arts colleges in past years at the Claremont Colleges, this presentation 
considers what works and what doesn't. 

 
• Sound in Chinese Landscape Painting.  Terri McNichol, Ren Associates; Mercer County 

Community College 
o “His poems are sound paintings, his paintings soundless poems” is the epitaph 

that has come down through the ages for one of China’s most revered painter-
poets, the Tang Dynasty Wang Wei (701–761). Though none of his original 
works survive, the Chinese still hold that this master could unleash cosmic forces 
so superhuman his standing is secured in the highest category–the divine.  The 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts Oriental art curator, Ananda Coomaraswamy, wrote 
that at one time, the East and West thought alike, the West changed, the East did 
not. Seeing landscape paintings in the tradition of Wang Wei and followers, can 
reawaken in Western culture what Pope Francis experienced as his “ecological 
conversion.” It soundly opened his eyes to the loss of harmony of humanity’s 
three languages: the language of the head—thinking—the language of the heart—
feeling—and the language of the hands—doing.” 

 
• Curating Transcultural Asia or It Sounds Like Love: The Story of How Japanese 

Suminagashi Gave Form to the Sound of Ohio Prairie Seeds.  Janice Glowski, Otterbein 
University 

o “In the beginning was the seed, and the seed made sound, and if you were to listen 
carefully you might say that it sounds like love.” So writes Cadine Navarro, a 
French-American artist who was born and raised in Kobe, Japan. Navarro 
describes her experiences in Japan as a ‘through-line” in her work, particularly in 
her more recent art that focuses on ecological transformation. This paper 
examines the transcultural story, the role of aesthetics and reciprocity, and the 
intention for deep transformation of consciousness through art engagement in her 
It Sounds Like Love installation, curated by Janice Glowski at Otterbein 



University’s Frank Museum of Art, 2021-2022. The exhibition is a place of 
encounter with nine, native Ohio Prairie seeds, in which the artist invites guests to 
remove their shoes and walk on the art—etched glass suminagashi (floating ink) 
images produced by the sound vibrations of the dry, unsprouted seeds. 

 
• Tan Dun's Water Passion: Teaching Environmentalism through Choral Music. Kirsten 

Hedegaard, Loyola University Chicago 
o “Water is a metaphor for the unity of the ephemeral and the eternal, the physical 

and the spiritual—as well as a symbol of baptism, renewal, re-creation and 
resurrection.” This quote by Chinese-American composer Tan Dun is in reference 
to his Water Passion after St. Matthew, written in 2000 for the 250th anniversary 
of J.S. Bach’s death. The unique intertwining of music, theater, and ritual with the 
practice of “organic music,” creates a powerful experience for the listener, one 
that connects traditional music performance with the natural soundscape of the 
outdoors. As an UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador, Tan Dun uses his music to 
explore balance, peace, life, love, and harmony between humanity and nature. 
With the dramatic passion story as an emotional foundation, Water 
Passion invites the listener to contemplate rebirth and renewal by engaging with 
the language of water. It is through this deep listening and thoughtfulness that we 
can be moved to be better stewards of the earth and potentially act in accordance 
with a newly perceived harmony in the world around us.  

 
 
1-4.   Vietnam: Transcultural Comparison     Stern 201 
Chair: Jack Harris, Hobart and William Smith Colleges 
Panelist will make presentations about Vietnamese cinema, business, history, and music in a 
transcultural context. 

• Teaching Vietnam: Pedagogy and Historical Memory, Vincent Gaddis, Elgin Community 
College 

o In teaching the history of the Vietnam War, one area that pedagogically receives 
little attention is the topic of historical memory and the war. Most of us who teach 
on the war focus, quite rightly, on the early history of Vietnam, the era of 
colonialization by the French, and the various, as Maryland Young coined, 
Vietnam Wars. In examining over 50 syllabi from universities all over the 
country, from liberal arts institutions to large public research universities, it 
becomes clear that most of the courses are primarily designed to teach about the 
American war up to 1975. Some syllabi indicate a reading and/or class discussion 
on the issues of PTSD and the struggle to build the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington D.C., with some going as far as to have content that discusses 
readings on some of the critical issues facing veterans and their health in regard to 
long term effects of the war like Agent Orange. The majority of readings are 
excellent histories of the war, prevalent use of Herring’s, The 10,000 Day War, 
Maryland Young’s, Vietnam Wars, Donald Moss’ Vietnam: An American Ordeal, 
and Olson’s Where the Domino Fell, all give outstanding analyses of the war. 
Olson’s latest edition, of Where the Domino Fell, 2010, includes sections on the 
war in popular culture, does begin to grapple with historical memory from the 



perspective of the Vietnam war film in popular memory. What is needed as we 
expand our pedagogical lens is to incorporate issues of return, tourism, and 
historical memory. Research into the area will allow us as practitioners to begin to 
get a glimpse into the questions surrounding if soldiers returned, and if so, why 
and how did they experience that return? In addition, how did they interact with 
or were affected by the Vietnamese official narrative of the war expressed through 
the various museums and war sites and their own experience; and how did that 
return impact their historical memory of the war. What follows here is an entrance 
into that research in an attempt to understand the issues of historical memory. As 
we understand that process, it behooves us as teachers of the Vietnam War to 
include research on historical memory, tourism, and the question of return. 

 
• A Comparison of Dualities in Vietnamese Cinema, Gordon Gray, Berea College 

o The complex and too often tragic history of Viet Nam plays out in a possibly 
unexpected locale- namely the nation’s film industry. That history is one heavily 
influenced by outside forces as well as the various peoples that came together to 
form the contemporary nation-state. In this presentation, I would like to compare 
two dualities that show up in Vietnamese cinema – namely the different styles 
that developed in Hanoi and HCMC/Saigon and the cultural influences that 
colonialism (France) through to the aftermath of the American War (USA) have 
had on the industry. In terms of film style, Tran Ann Hung's films, such as The 
Scent of Green Papaya (1993) are much more in line with the North 
Vietnamese/Hanoi art-house cinema, while Tony Bui's film Three Seasons (1999) 
is more in line with the Southern Vietnamese/Saigon commercial-oriented 
cinema. By comparing The Scent of Green Papaya (Franco-Vietnamese Tran Ann 
Hung) with Three Seasons (Vietnamese American Tony Bui), these dualities can 
be contextualized in the wider history of Viet Nam and the diverse responses to 
both external and internal forces and events. This comparison would bring in not 
just the North/South comparisons but the diverse influences from the Vietnamese 
diaspora as well. 

 
• Too Old for Marriage: Age and Gender in Transnational Marriages.  Linh Nguyen, 

California State University, Fullerton 
o Gender, along with social class and race, has always played a major factor in 

migration. Gendered ideologies and practices have helped create what many 
scholars call the feminization of migration as migrant women outnumber migrant 
men and dominate certain fields such as domestic work, factory work, and 
marriages. This paper adds age as another important, but often-neglected, social 
organizer in migration: age, like youthfulness, can act as an asset while being 
considered “old” can provide many obstacles to migration. In this paper, I focus 
on the failed efforts of a divorced Vietnamese woman in her mid-thirty to marry 
an East Asian man. Mơ lives in a northern rural Vietnamese commune that, to 
date, has sent the largest percentage nationwide of its young women in 
transnational marriages to Taiwan and South Korea. 
 Transnational marriages have become so common here that the commune 
was dubbed, “the village where [local] men could not find wives.” Yet, unlike 



most young and single women in the commune, Mơ faces difficulties finding a 
foreign spouse due to her age. Mơ’s repeated failures to marry transnationally 
reveal age-biased standards of beauty and desirability and highlight the role of 
age, in combination with gender and class, in shaping the possibility and outcome 
of transnational marriage migration. 

 
• Late Adolescent Third Culture Kids: The Cultural Experience of Vietnamese 

Undergraduate Students in the United States, Ann Ericson, Augustana College   
o Students from Vietnam are the sixth largest group of international students 

enrolled in higher education institutions across the United States. In this 
exploratory study, I want to learn more about how the experience of a Vietnamese 
student at an American undergraduate institution has shaped the view they have of 
themselves, their life choices, and their place in the world. I draw my study from 
research on third culture kids (TCK). TCK is used to describe children who have 
spent a significant portion of their developmental years in a country and culture 
different from their parents’ home and culture. The third culture refers to a created 
culture between their parents’ home culture and the host culture. Some 
researchers have expanded the meaning of TCK to recognize exchange students, 
immigrants and children of refugees. I argue a long-term college experience in a 
host country has a significant impact on an individual because typically the 
experience takes place in a student’s late adolescence (21 to 24 years old) when 
the rational part of the brain is still developing. 

 
 
1-5.   Teaching Asia During Resurgence of Anti-Asian Racism   Stern 103 
Chair: Kin Cheung, Moravian University 
How can educators highlight content on Asia and Asians in a way that responds to the global 
resurgence of anti-Asian racism? This panel examines classroom experiences teaching about: 1) 
wartime sexual violence against the backdrop of hyper-sexualized Asian women; 2) Asian 
religions to resist Orientalist romanticization; 3) critical literacy theory and culturally sustaining 
pedagogy; and 4) an Asian American Civil Rights activist, in order to address unreflective 
xenophobic otherizing of Asians and AAPI. Panelists draw upon the fields of history, religious 
studies, education, and sociology to move beyond naïvely reifying human difference through an 
artificial hierarchy of race, or conversely, constructing some universal human experience that 
erases difference. Considering the colonialist legacy of area studies and academic disciplines, 
panelists will discuss how education on Asia and AAPI could contribute to anti-racism and 
solidarity among BIPOC and allies. 
 

• Teaching “Comfort Women” Histories Without Casting Asia as Other.  Elizabeth 
Lawrence, Augustana College 

o When your students have limited prior academic or personal exposure to the 
histories and peoples of Asia, what is the best way to teach about “comfort 
women”? When many Americans see Asia as peculiar or even repugnant, how 
does one combat stereotypes while teaching the difficult history of Asian men 
forcing mostly Asian women into brutal sexual servitude? The value of exposing 
American students to “comfort women” history is diminished, if not negated, 



when the students come away with messages about the otherness of Asian people, 
or conversely, the universality of suffering. With this concern in mind, I evaluate 
a wide array of pedagogical resources, including testimony, fiction, scholarship, 
and media related to contemporary “comfort women” activism and denial. 
Carefully framed, even within a survey course, such sources bear witness to a 
historical atrocity, while inviting students to move beyond shock, repulsion, or 
judgment and toward the habits of inquiry at the center of a liberal arts education, 
including those related to evaluating claims and pursuing the truth. 

 
• What does it mean to teach Asian religions during this moment of anti-Asian hate? 

Rachel Pang, Davidson College 
o During COVID-19, those racialized as “Asian” across the world experienced a 

surge of anti-Asian hate. Although some have dismissed this as an anomalous 
phenomenon associated with the onset of panic due to the global pandemic, this 
anti-Asian hate in fact has deep historical roots that began in the era of European 
colonialism. This anti-Asian hate continues to resurface in various forms 
throughout the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
 When we teach courses on “Asian” religions, it may seem that we are 
combatting anti-Asian sentiments by introducing students to the great cultures of 
the Asian world. And, there is no doubt that such courses on Asia do contribute to 
intercultural dialogue and understanding. However, at the very root of such 
courses is the assumption that the category of “Asian” is a natural one. This 
category implies that race is a biological category and results in all Asians being 
collapsed into a single group. In light of the rise of xenophobia against Asians 
during the pandemic, I propose three interventions in courses on Asian religions, 
history, and culture. 
 First, it is necessary to deconstruct the concept of “Asian” as an artificial 
category. The concept has roots in the Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus’ 
binomial nomenclature for classifying organisms, a misreading of Darwin’s 
theory of evolution, and US immigration policies. Using a biocultural approach, 
we explore how although there is no biological basis of race, the artificial 
category of “Asian” nevertheless has socio-cultural meanings that continue to 
devastate Asian communities. Second, it is necessary to acknowledge the legacy 
of colonialism in concept of race. Colonialism coupled with European and 
American capitalistic greed led to the enslavement of African peoples beginning 
in the sixteenth century and the indentured servitude of South Asian and Chinese 
men beginning in the nineteenth century. This use of African and Asian labor to 
uphold the Euro-American machinery of capitalism combined with the emerging 
“science” of race in Europe began to replace the artificial hierarchy of socio- 
economic class with an equally artificial hierarchy of race as a way of structuring 
society. This pernicious notion of categorizing human difference via the social 
construct of race is at the root of this anti-Asian hate. Finally, it is necessary to 
address the history of the academic disciplines of Orientalism and Area Studies. 
While the former is intimately linked to European colonialism, the latter arose due 
to American strategic interests in the newly decolonized regions of the world 
during the Cold War. 



 
• Preparing Teachers with the Anti-racism Pedagogy during Pandemic. Huijing Wen, 

Moravian University, and Valerie Harlow Shinas, Lesley University 
o There is a critical need for teacher educators to prepare skillful teachers to engage 

all K-12 students in equitable learning opportunities such that students become 
successful lifelong learners and participatory citizens in our complex global 
society. One way to do this is through the intentional teaching of critical literacy 
theory (Freire, 1970) and culturally sustaining pedagogy (CSP; Paris & Alim, 
2017).  The purpose of this research was to examine how a literacy course guided 
by critical literacy theory and CSP helped develop teacher candidates’ perceptions 
and skills in addressing illiteracy and literacy resistance among school-aged 
children. 

  This qualitative case study research also examined how intentional 
modeling with authentic children’s literature prepared teacher candidates to use 
diverse texts and pedagogies to teach literacy. Participants were 6 female reading 
specialist candidates who were enrolled in coursework to obtain state licensure 
while actively teaching. Data included course artifacts including reading 
reflections, discussion posts, and assignments. Findings suggest that teacher 
candidates viewed their participation in the course as essential to their shifting 
perceptions and pedagogical development in addressing illiteracy and literacy 
resistance impacted by social cultural factors. This study has important 
implications for teacher preparation as effective pedagogical strategies to improve 
social justice, in particular for Asian Americans, are critical for equitable 
classrooms; thus, practical application of these approaches to teacher education 
will be addressed. 

 
• Teaching Grace Lee Boggs: Asian American history as a point of connections. Minjung 

Noh, Drew University 
o Grace Lee Boggs (1915-2015) was a prominent Asian American Marxist 

philosopher and activist. She significantly contributed to the Civil Rights 
movement with her partner James Boggs (1919-1993), an African American labor 
activist. This paper is a edagogical case study on the impact of teaching Grace 
Lee Boggs in the context of radical social movements in the United States. In a 
course titled “Living for Change,” the life of Lee Boggs is juxtaposed with Emma 
Goldman, Elaine Brown in the Black Power movement, and Mary Crow Dog in 
AIM (American Indian Movement). This pedagogical curriculum teaches students 
about the intersectional connections on American social movement and provides 
an occasion to clarify the mediative locus of Asian American identity therein. 
Through data from two semesters of the course, this paper argues that teaching the 
history of Asian American activism is an effective tool for mediating intellectual 
connections and solidarity among BIPOC and allies. 

 
 
 
 



1:00 pm -2:30 pm  CONCURRENT SESSION #2 
 
 

2-1.   New Books in the Field:  Chinese Philosophy and Philosophers  Stern 303 
Chair: Ron Green, Coastal Carolina University 
ASIANetwork faculty members will provide review and critique for the new work by Ronnie 
Littlejohn entitled, Chinese Philosophy and Philosophers (Bloomsbury 2022).  This work is 
organized by a set of fundamental philosophical questions in the areas of ontology, 
epistemology, morality, and political theory.  The work features a number of Chinese 
philosophers typically overlooked and covers the full range of the tradition from the Warring 
States to Xi Jinping thought (Xi Jinping Sixiang 習近平思想). The panelists will each make 
presentations and the author will respond.  Time will be allowed for session attendees to 
participate as well. 

• Steven Emmanuel, Virginia Wesleyan University 
• Erin McCarthy, St. Lawrence University 
• Ron Green, Coastal Carolina University 
• Ronnie Littlejohn, Belmont University 

 
2-2.   Grievable Lives and Ungrievable Lives:     Stern 201 
 Memorializing America's Wars in the Asia Pacific 
Chair: K. Christine Pae, Denison University 
As Viet Tanh Ngyuen insightfully writes, “all wars are fought twice, the first time on the 
battlefield, the second time in memory (2016, 4).” Memorializing America's wars in the Asia 
Pacific may be a justice issue because what stories we remember, why we remember, and how 
we remember shape our understandings of the U.S.—Asia relations, Asian American bodies, 
American veterans, or U.S. global history. Through the lenses of race, gender, and sexuality, this 
proposed panel critically interrogates how America’s wars in the Asia Pacific have been 
memorialized. With attention to the Pacific theater of World War II, and wars in Korea and 
Vietnam, three panelists problematize the construction of the American public memories of U.S. 
wars and military bases in the Asia Pacific. Furthermore, the panel seeks alternative ways to 
engage with war memories that still haunt and traumatize soldiers, immigrants, and refugees 
living in silence.            
         The proposed panel consists of a literary critic, a political scientist, and a religious ethicist. 
As we engage Asian Studies from diverse disciplines, we would like to discuss with the audience 
how to forge challenging conversations around America's wars in the Asia Pacific that may 
contradict the national saga of American heroism or provoke imperialist nostalgia, secrecy (i.e., 
the secret war in Southeast Asia, civilian massacres by American soldiers, military rape, and 
prostitution), and trauma (i.e., Vietnam syndrome). 
 

• The Memory of Hiroshima.  Vanessa Dickerson, DePauw University 
o The panelist analyzes African American poet Cyrus Cassells’s long poem, “The 

Memory of Hiroshima,” critically reflecting on the racialized dimension of the 
U.S. memorialization of its victory over the Japanese empire. 

 



• Militarized Gender and Military Prostitution in Asia During and After World War II.  
Mary McCarthy, Drake University 

o “Comfort women” is a euphemistic term for women and girls held in sexual 
servitude to the Japanese Imperial armed forces in the 1930s and 1940s. Since 
2010, nine memorials to these women have been erected on public land in the 
United States. Education about the plight of these women has also been promoted 
in the US, including being officially adopted as part of the curriculum in 
California public schools. Yet, to what degree does such memorialization and 
history education engage with the US military role in the construction of 
narratives about these women, as well as its own involvement in military 
prostitution across the Pacific? This presentation will explore how the US military 
and government influenced these narratives based on its conceptions of race, 
gender, and sexuality, in the context of militarization in Asia. It will further 
examine whether the current memorialization of the “comfort women” can help to 
break the silence surrounding other issues of gender, military prostitution, sexual 
trauma, and war. 

 
• Grace, Redemption, and Lies.  K. Christine Pae, Denison University 

o This paper juxtaposes deceased American soldiers on Asian battlefields to the 
Asian/American body. The soldiers are often compared to early Christian martyrs 
or depicted as what historian Jonathan Ebel calls “G.I. Messiahs (2015).” The 
ritualized grief of America’s fallen soldiers provokes sacred values such as 
democracy, freedom, and the protection of the weak. In this ritual, the American 
public remembers America’s wars in the Asia Pacific as just and perceives the 
collective Asian body to be rescued from poverty, communism, misogyny, or 
disease. How would Asian/Americans remember these wars when they are often 
pressured to express gratitude toward America for rescuing them despite their 
experiences of xenophobic anti-Asian racism? 

 
 
2-3.   Writing & Painting China from America     Stern 103 
Chair: Karen S. Kingsbury, Chatham University 
Situating key writers and painters within cross-currents that connect Sinophone and Anglophone, 
China and America, this panel showcases the value of representing China from America and vice 
versa. Qingjun (Joan) Li explains how mainland Chinese scholars are interpreting Maxine Hong 
Kingston’s China Men, offering insights into this touchstone text’s contributions to 
intersectionality and identity studies on both sides of the Pacific.  Sophia Geng shows how 
Cultural Revolution memoirs starting from Nien Cheng’s Life and Death in Shanghai work as 
interventions in dangerously dogmatic political narratives in China, which Geng argues are 
especially needful now. Elizabeth Lawrence shows how science fiction writer and translator Ken 
Liu links the genre forms of Western and Chinese fantasy writing, thereby extending the latter’s 
power, reach, and ubiquity.  Rosaline Kyo unpacks how Chen Danqing's diptych paintings 
completed in NYC after the 1989 Tian'anmen massacre explored human commonality in 
moments of affective extremes. 
 

• Kingston’s China Men: Chinese Perspectives.  Qingjun (Joan) Li, Belmont University 



o The study of Kingston could not be complete without the inclusion of the 
important major viewpoints and perceptions of these scholars in China into the 
Western critical field. In this paper, I give special attention to the works of three 
Chinese scholars from mainland China and their perspectives on the immigrant 
grandfathers in Maxine Hong Kingston’s China Men. The interpretation of 
Chinese writers connects Kingston’s political critique of the racism of American 
society and the theme that “China men” (Kingston’s term) felt emasculated by 
associating silence with feminization, as in traditional Chinese patriarchy. I argue 
that Chinese voices on and readings of China Men correlate with Kingston’s 
stance in interesting ways and that Chinese scholars have opened the narratives as 
accounts of self-discovery, gender analysis, and racial insight. 

 
• Life Narratives as a Vehicle of Dissenting Voices and Resisting Positions: A Case Study 

of the Chinese Cultural Revolution Memoirs.  Sophia Geng, College of Saint Benedict | 
Saint John's University, and student Charis Birkholz 

o This article investigates selected memoirs, autobiographies, and other forms of 
personal narratives such as Nien Cheng’s Life and Death in Shanghai that focus 
on China’s Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) unleashed and 
commanded by Mao Zedong and his close followers. This article focuses on the 
forms of resistance the authors displayed when they were at variance with the 
Cultural Revolution’s master narrative of “crashing the bourgeoisie.” It also 
discusses the motivations behind these authors' writing and publishing, including 
whether they try to use publicized personal narratives as a voice of dissent and an 
action of resistance to the Cultural Revolution, its personal and public memory of 
different times, as well as certain aspects of post-Mao China itself. Furthermore, 
Cultural revolution memoirs forewarn the multifaceted destruction such a lawless 
movement could bring to China and therefore can serve as a form of resistance to 
the signals of emerging class-based arm wrestling. 

 
• The Modular Fiction of Ken Liu.  Elizabeth Lawrence, Augustana College 

o Chinese science fiction has recently gained acclaim from English language 
readers, in no small part due to the efforts of Ken Liu, a Chinese-born American 
translator and a prolific author in his own right. Readers of Liu’s original fiction 
routinely note that he draws on his Chinese heritage for world building and plot 
development. Less remarked upon are parallels between Liu’s creative process 
and modular production within Chinese literary and material culture. In this 
paper, I explore these parallels through Liu’s wide-ranging fiction, including a 
time travel novella, linked stories set in the Star Wars universe, and a “silkpunk” 
epic fantasy series. The intent is not to pigeonhole Liu as a distinctly Chinese or 
Chinese American author – he has rejected such labels himself – but to 
universalize models of Chinese creative expression. 

 
• Chen Danqing in New York: Gazing towards China.  Rosaline Kyo, Davidson College 

o Chen Danqing (陈丹青, b. 1953), a Chinese contemporary artist, first gained fame 
for his Tibet Series of 1980. Ten small oil paintings depict ethnic Tibetan nomads 
based on Chen’s observations during his time in Tibet as a youth dispatched to the 



countryside for reeducation near the conclusion of the Cultural Revolution (1966-
1976). The works comprised his senior painting project at the Central Academy of 
Fine Arts. His groundbreaking paintings moved away from the prescribed 
socialist realist styles to adopt a realist ethnographic approach, intriguing post-
Cultural Revolution audiences hungry for ‘authentic’ culture. In 1982, however, 
Chen moved to New York City and remained there until 2000. During this period, 
as Ackbar Abbas has pointed out, Chen never utilized his realist oil painting style 
to depict the city, but concentrated on creating diptychs and triptychs that placed 
disparate scenes against one another. This paper explores Chen’s diptychs Group 
Portrait of Youth and Expressions, as well as his triptych June 1989 within the 
context of Chen’s diasporic experience and gazing back towards China in the 
aftermath of Tiananmen 1989.  

 
2-4.   Transnational Migration in the U.S. and in Japan   Stern 203 
Chair: Chieko Yamazaki, Eckerd College 
This panel will explore how Asians cross borders into the US and Japan, and how they are 
received locally by the community. First, we ask ourselves simple questions: Why they are 
leaving their native countries? Mainly people migrate for economic reasons, or to avoid the 
political dangers they facing at home. Meanwhile, the host country must issue the proper visas in 
order to receive immigrants. We analyze the historical, geographical, cultural perspective across 
nations from diverse disciplinary and conceptual perspectives. 
 

• Migrant Workers in Japan and Japanese language Learners from Asian Countries.  
Chieko Yamazaki, Eckerd College 

o In the early 1990's, Japanese diaspora in South American started to migrate to 
Japan to work. In 2000's, Asian workers were granted permission to work in 
Japan with various working visas. These Japanese visas were developed assisting 
these Asian countries attain their self-reliant economic growth and sustainability. 
In 2000's, Japanese corporations outsource their labor.  The Japanese government 
began to sign labor treaties with 13 Asian countries. Despite these high labor 
demands in Japan and the changes in the policy toward Asian workers, the actual 
works are facing challenges from not to be accepted by the Japanese citizens as a 
part of community, and the police keeps the foreign workers under constant 
surveillance. The society leaves much work to be done to achieve diversity and 
social justice. This research will explore historical reason for why these 
difficulties developed and explain the background of the Japanese government 
and citizens attitude toward Asian workers. 

 
• Japanese Language Education from the Perspective of Diversity and Inclusion.  Naemi 

McPherson, Brown University 
o Today’s advancement of globalization makes intercultural communication 

competency an important skill. Moreover, recent attention to issues of diversity 
and inclusion pushes world language educators to broaden the topics incorporated 
into classroom learning. Until recently, Japan was often represented through 
positive images as a homogeneous society in which people were respectful, polite 
and diligent, etc. in existing textbooks. As a result, the growing ethnic, linguistic 



and cultural diversity of contemporary Japanese society has been neglected in 
Japanese classrooms, particularly in elementary and intermediate courses. This 
limited view of Japanese society and culture does not meet the needs of 
contemporary students, who are also diverse in terms of their interests, 
motivations, and backgrounds/identities.  This presentation will first discuss a 
language educator’s efforts to incorporate topics related to diversity and inclusion 
at all levels of Japanese language instruction, and then examine how the 
challenges encountered in these efforts suggest future pedagogical possibilities. 

 
• The significance of teaching Japanese for Asian immigrants in the U.S. Mana Kobuchi-

Philip, Hunter College 
o A robust phenomenon in many Japanese classrooms in the US, in particular New 

York City, is the fact that many students are Asian, specifically Chinese and 
Korean, who are those immigrated to the US at an early age or born in the States 
soon after their parents immigrated here. Many are drawn to the Japanese 
language due to Japanese popular culture such as anime and computer games, like 
other students. For this generation, the old events in the war time are extremely 
vague. On the other hand, some are quite aware 
of strong feelings against Japan which their parents or grandparents reveal to 
them. In this talk, we address that, in the current era of divided society, Japanese 
language instructors in the US are in a uniquely advantageous position to make 
connection with those Asian students in cultivating a positive perspective with 
deeper understanding of each other. 

 
• Iraqi Immigrants in the U.S.: Enriching American Students’ Understanding of Arab 

Culture.  Qays Majeed, Eckerd College 
o Iraq witnessed political, social, and economic changes after the US invasion in 

2003. Many Iraqi families sought refuge in other countries including the US. 
When Iraqis arrived in the US, they encountered several challenges in the new 
environment including difficulties related to work, family, raising children, and 
cultural differences. Iraqis have different definitions of terms like family, 
friendship, gender role, religion, honor, and reputation. In this paper, I am going 
to briefly talk about the Iraqi situation after the US invasion in 2003, and then 
discuss some of the challenges Iraqis faced during their adjustment experience in 
the US including cultural differences, job opportunities, raising children, and 
changing gender roles. 
 

   
2:45 pm -4:15 pm  CONCURRENT SESSION #3 

 
 
3-1.   Southeast Asia:        Stern 204 
 Transcultural Representations, Experiences, and External Relations 
Chair: Robert Dayley, The College of Idaho 
Focused geographically on the experiences and concerns of Southeast Asians, this panel 
considers transcultural and international relations in particular contexts. It looks at the variable 



representations of women in folklore across the many cultures of Indonesia’s archipelago, the 
experiences of Myanmar’s Dara’ang upland migrants in Northern Thailand, managing physical 
disabilities in Cambodia, and, at a more macro level, how Southeast Asia’s external relations are 
evolving amidst the dynamic roles of the US and China in the region. 
 

• Women Positioning in Indonesian Folklore: A Critical Study of Feminist Literature. Siti 
Kusujiarti, Warren Wilson College & Novi S.K. Indrastuti, Gadjah Mada University, 
Indonesia 

o Folklore reflects beliefs, values, and norms of a certain culture. The embedded 
messages of folklore influence gender relations and women’s positions. Folklore, 
therefore, may perpetuate or enhance gendered based inequality. Critical studies 
on folklore using feminist perspective provide lenses to identify and reflect on the 
existing gender inequalities and women’s positions. This study aims at 
uncovering women positioning in Indonesian folklore. It analyzes the positioning 
of the female characters in Indonesian folklore using qualitative method and 
feminist literature criticism approach. Using various folklore from different parts 
of Indonesia, this study identifies common themes pertaining to the positions, 
expectations, and roles of the main women characters in the stories. 
 Results of the study identify three main types of women’s position in the 
folklore. The first group of folklore conveys the inferior or dominated status of 
women focusing mainly on the importance of women’s reproductive roles and 
physical beauties. Conversely, another group of folklore emphasizes women’s 
superior power. However, this power is exemplified within a context of 
patriarchal structure in which women’s superiority is demonized or expressed in 
masculinized characteristics. The last group of folklore demonstrate gender 
equality portraying women’s equal status and roles. Compared to the first two 
groups, however, stories emphasizing gender equality are not as common as those 
reflecting inferiority or superiority of women. 
 The continuing transmission of this folklore through formal and informal 
venues such as educational and family settings may perpetuate gender inequality, 
however, alternative interpretations of the stories may redefine the messages. 
Stories focusing on women’s inferiority may be utilized to provide criticism of 
gender inequality by showing the outcomes of gender injustice while folklore 
focusing on women’s strengths  

 
• Southeast Asia Squeezed Between a Hegemon and a Rising Power: Assessing the Roles 

of the US and China in Southeast Asia Today.  Surain Subramaniam University North 
Carolina Asheville 

o This paper examines the most significant international relations issue to face 
Southeast Asia this century, and that is, the rise of China and how this has 
affected the U.S. role in this region. The paper is divided into three sections, each 
examining the conflicting roles of the U.S. and China from a security, economic, 
and political & governance perspective, respectively. Some of the questions 
examined in paper will include: (1) how China’s growing power and influence in 
Southeast Asia has affected America’s security role in Southeast Asia; (2) how 
China’s trade relations with countries in the region has affected U.S. economic 



interests in Southeast Asia; (3) how China’s governance model has affected U.S. 
interests in promoting democracy in the region, and (4) how China’s rise has 
affected America’s soft power in the region. 

 
• From State-Evading Uplanders to State-Engaging Migrants: Myanmar's Dara'ang in 

Northern Thailand. Robert Dayley, The College of Idaho 
o Based on multiple research visits to Dara’ang migrant villages in Northern 

Thailand dating from 2011 to 2018, this paper explores how Dara’ang migrants 
seek functional legibility within the Thai state. Employing a conceptual 
framework from James Scott’s work on upland-lowland relations in Southeast 
Asia and evolutionary analysis of E.R. Leach and others, evidence in the paper 
demonstrates how the Dara’ang (exonym: Palaung) now operate under a reverse 
calculus that once dominated upland group behavior just decades ago. As non-
state space has disappeared with enclosure, and friction of distance has eased with 
modern transportation and communications, Dara’ang migrants have evolved 
their decision-making calculus in parallel, from "state evading" to "state 
engaging." Due to their newfound functional legibility within the Thai state, and 
increasing labor market activity, entrepreneurship, and education, Dara’ang 
migrants are experiencing socio-economic mobilization at a greater pace than 
many long-settled groups in upland Thailand. The Dara'ang experience suggests 
that temporal elements surrounding particular upland group experiences are as 
important as ethnic or cultural factors in explaining variable upland group 
behavior and upland-lowland relations generally. 

 
3-2. Blackness in Asian Studies       Stern 103 
Chair: Vincent Gaddis, Elgin Community College 
Blackness	in	Asian	Studies,	one	of	ASIANetwork’s	emerging	initiatives,	focuses	on	the	academic	
study	of	the	lived	experience	of	Blackness	in	Asia,	its	depiction	in	Asian	Studies,	and	pedagogical	
approaches	to	integrating	this	scholarship	into	academic	initiatives.		Panelists	in	this	roundtable	
will	address	curriculum	including	black	scholarship	on	Asia	and	scholarship	of	black	bodies	in	Asia;	
study	abroad	through	targeted	recruitment	of	brown	and	black	students	on	college	campuses	and	
at	high	schools;	and	community	engagement	through	Black	organizations/associations	that	
intersect	with	Asia	(domestic	and	in	Asia).	

• Keisha	Brown	(moderator),	Tennessee	State	University 
• Dyron	Dabney,	Earlham	College 
• Henry	Kim,	Wheaton	College	(IL) 
• Christine	Pae,	Denison	University 

 
3-3.   Challenging Oppressive Narratives of Covid 19    Stern 203 
Chair: Zach Smith, University of Central Arkansas 
Even as racist narratives of Covid-19 have sparked a wave of anti-Asian harassment and violence 
in the United States, the pandemic has also witnessed the activation of new, transcultural 
identities and mobilization of new narratives about Asia and Asian America that challenge 
previous trends of oppression and marginalization. Drawing from the perspective of 
intersectional care ethics, contemporary Orientalism, and cultural anthropology, this 
interdisciplinary panel explores these sites of resistance through a consideration of  transcultural 



care networks within AAPI activist communities (Duncan), the global re-examination of public 
health management in East Asia (Smith), and key texts in the ongoing efflorescence in Asian and 
Asian American-led art (Frank). In considering new and ongoing narratives of Asia produced in 
communities, in the press, and on screen, the panel also provides key texts and strategies for 
facilitating critical understandings of Asia in the wake of the Covid pandemic. 
 

• Care Ethics in the Time of Covid: How AAPI Activists are Mobilizing Political Care.  
Taine Duncan, University of Central Arkansas 

o Care ethics has often been criticized for being essentialist, sanitized, or uncritical 
of the power relations which undergird the relations of interdependency that guide 
care ethical behavior. In the past year and a half, however, practitioners in 
nursing, mental health, political science, and education have begun critically 
engaging care ethics as the best ethical response to the pandemic. Because care 
ethics allows us to evaluate disparate impacts, showcases the responsibilities we 
have to one another, and emphasizes the impossibility of universal solutions, care 
ethics is a responsive ethical framework in a time of global health crisis. At the 
same time, members of Asian American and Asian American/Asian Pacific 
Islander communities have been deploying a form of activism which relies on 
care ethical principles of interdependence and mutual obligation --while 
challenging unequal power and privilege on display during racist violence sparked 
by politicization of COVID-19. How might we examine these two prongs of care 
ethics applications in the contemporary context? What might an intersectional 
understanding of care ethics provide to our practical capacity for social change 
and collective well-being? This presentation examines the intersection and argues 
that AAPI activism is an excellent model for intersectional, applied, and 
responsive care ethics. 

 
• Confronting Orientalism through Global Narratives of China’s Response to Covid-19.  

Zach Smith, University of Central Arkansas 
o This paper examines celebratory narratives of China’s efforts to manage Covid-

19, focusing in particular on the role of authoritarianism, so-called “collectivism,” 
and historical context as competing analytical frames for explaining China’s 
comparative success in limiting the spread of coronavirus cases within its borders. 
Drawing on public memorial sites in Wuhan and Beijing, mainstream media 
coverage in the US, and the broader history of Chinese state efforts to manage 
SARS,  I suggest that even positive accounts of China’s response to Covid-19 
often depend upon Orientalizing assumptions that obscure both the shared 
challenges and particular policy successes that have shaped the trajectory of the 
virus in China and neighboring countries. Moreover, I survey how this 
transcultural, global effort to swiftly define the meaning of China’s response to 
Covid-19 provides an essential vantage point  from which to explore 
contemporary Orientalism in the college classroom and beyond. 

 
 

• Shang-Chi:  The Strong Man of Asia, Martiality, and the Marvel Universe.  Adam Frank, 
University of Central Arkansas 



o The term “Wuhan Virus,” first promulgated under the Trump administration, has 
become inextricably linked over the almost two years of the pandemic with acts 
of violence against Asian Americans and colorations of US policy toward China 
that have little to do with Chinese trade violations. Partly serendipitously and 
partly in response to the anti-China discourse of the pandemic era, the United 
States has seen a blossoming of Asian and Asian American-led artistic 
production. This paper focuses on the Marvel Universe film Shang-Chi and the 
Legend of the Ten Rings (2021) and its transformation from “merely” being 
“Black Panther for Asian Americans” to serving as a kind of cultural rallying 
point to combat anti-Asian and anti-Asain American racism. Conceived decades 
ago and in production well before the pandemic hit, Shang-Chi produces a 
martiality that reveals the persistence of “China as the sick man of Asia” 
discourse in US-China relations, teased out in full force during the pandemic. I 
will make the case in this paper that the film in fact echoes an official “Strong 
Man of Asia” position that has been promulgated in China since the 2010 World 
Expo in Shanghai - part and parcel of a new Chinese cultural martiality. 

 
3-4.   Beyond Railroads: Life Stories of Chinese Americans   Stern 201 
Chair: Jie Zhang, Trinity University 
This panel provides a window onto the lives of Chinese Americans from the late 19th century to 
the present. Kingsbury focuses on an idiosyncratic Chinese-Japanese couple in postwar 
California and examines how personal life story reflects Asian American social history. Zhang 
and Schnur reconstruct how three generations of a Chinese family engage in food, especially 
how the middle generation established one of the largest Chinese restaurants in Texas in 1946. 
Mou presents the life stories of four Chinese students who studied in the U.S., became Chinese 
Americans, and served as “cultural pollinators.” Graham documents the earliest presence of 
Chinese immigrants in Cleveland and attempts to reconstruct this marginalized group’s lives in 
Chinatown. This panel encompasses life stories of individuals, couples, multi-generational 
families, social groups, and communities. Collectively we map out the diverse experiences of 
Chinese Americans and contend that their histories are an integral part of American history. 
 

• A Chinese-Japanese Couple in Postwar California: The Joys and Strains of Immigrant 
Individualism.  Karen S. Kingsbury, Chatham University 

o Stone Lin (Lin Shih-t’ung; 1935-2001) is best known as Eileen Chang’s late-life 
landlord and estate executor, and the author of an essay about his experiences 
with the reclusive writer.  His unpublished papers offer a fuller account of his life: 
after studying in Minnesota he might have returned to Taiwan had he not met 
Kimiko Okamura, an independent-minded Japanese woman with strong ties to 
feminist politics in Japan. Despite opposition from their families and wariness 
between their respective immigrant communities, the two married and settled in 
Los Angeles. The couple cultivated a cheerful, idiosyncratic view of life that was 
then put to a harsh test when Kimiko developed Alzheimer’s. This study offers a 
double focus on personal life story and Asian American social history, placing 
these two ordinary yet remarkable individuals in the context of their times in 
order to better understand the joys and the strains of their non-conformist ways. 

 



• Three Generations of a Chinese American Family through the Lens of Food.  Jie Zhang 
and Abra Schnur, Trinity University 

o Discovering invisibilized AAPI life stories has taken on a new level of urgency, 
with COVID-19 fueling xenophobia, racism, and hate crimes against AAPI 
people globally. Since May 2021, we, a Professor of China Studies and a 
University Archivist, have teamed with student interns to search for AAPI history 
in our university’s legacy. San Antonio, Texas had the largest number of Chinese 
immigrants in Texas before the 1950s. Yet this part of our local history has been 
understudied compared to those of Houston and El Paso. Through archival work, 
we have pieced together the remarkable story of Rose and Theodore H. Wu’s 
family. In this paper, we examine the intersectionality of food and identity, 
focusing on how restaurant business justified this Chinese-American family’s 
existence during the Exclusion Act years, how three generations of the same 
family localized the Chinese food, and how they engaged with other communities 
in San Antonio. 

 
• They Came, They Studied, and They Stayed: The Students Who Became Chinese-

Americans.  Sherry J. Mou, DePauw University 
o My presentation focuses on four Chinese-Americans: the famed architect I.M. 

Pei, a chemistry professor Pei-tsing Liu, a molecular biologist Hui-chia Lin, and a 
literature professor Min-ru Li.  All four came to the US in their youth to pursue a 
higher education and stayed afterwards, devoting the most productive years of 
their lives to the advancement and transformation of society and culture of the 
New World they adopted as home. Literally migrating from one culture to another 
after their formative years, they are cultural pollinators, cross-fertilizing the new 
environment with ideas and ideologies of the old.  They become what Prasenjit 
Duara calls “the zone of convergence,” where the “impact of circulatory [cultural] 
forces” congregate and form new vista.  They are the quintessential American 
story—an immigration tale, and they are one of the major forces behind the 
churning trends of globalization. 

 
• Before Chinatown: Documenting the Earliest Chinese Communities in Cleveland Ohio.  

Mark W. Graham, The College of Wooster 
o This presentation documents the ‘pre-history’ of Chinese communities in 

Cleveland, OH. This project involves detailed examination of city records of all 
kinds (census, directories, burial, death, property, court, maps, newspapers, etc.) 
to map out the earliest presence of Chinese persons there. Much of the history of 
marginalized groups in the USA is always in danger of being lost, as such persons 
often lacked access to the means of documenting themselves, while dominant 
communities had little interest in such groups aside from the labor they provided. 
Even within known and studied ‘Chinatowns,’ Chinese persons who migrated to 
interior cities and comprised small communities of laborers there were 
understudied. This research hopes to mark and remember the presence of these 
persons in Cleveland in the late 19th century: Where and how they lived, worked, 
died, and when their remains were removed to their home places in China. 

 



 
 
3-5.   Collaborative Approaches to Asian Studies Research and Teaching Stern 303 
Chair: Christopher Bjork, Vassar College 
Members of this panel will discuss specific initiatives they have been involved in that emphasize 
collaborative relationships--in teaching and in research. Scholarship on this topic has drawn 
attention to the frequent tension between “mutuality versus competition in Academia” (Carson, 
Bartneck & Voges, 2013; Fox, 1992). Those tensions can impact an individual’s research foci, 
teaching interests, time commitments, and productivity. They can also expand the divisions that 
separate an academic’s research and teaching activities.  
 Presenters will explore those tensions, as well as the strategies they have used to reduce 
the competition-related pressures they experience. In reflecting on collaborative projects in the 
fields of sociology, music, film, and comparative education, they will highlight concrete steps 
that can enhance the experiences of everyone involved. The session will include both formal 
presentations and an open discussion period. 
 

• Developing and Teaching Transnational Capitalism and Popular Culture in South Korea.  
Seungsook Moon, Vassar College 

o This presentation will focus on an example of teaching a course on "Transcultural 
Asia" in a liberal arts college. It is based on a team-taught course, Asia in the 
World, designed to be offered as an introduction to Asian Studies. First, I 
highlight transnational consumer capitalism as a salient force of globalization that 
has contributed to the making and remaking of transcultural Asia. Then, I identify 
three examples of transcultural practices of South Korean popular culture: 1) 
Buddhist temple food and other Korean food, 2) K-pop music, and 3) Korean 
cinema portraying gay people and fandom. 

 
• Globalizing Music History: Adding Asian Music to the Curriculum.  Justin Patch, Vassar 

College 
o Music departments in the US are grappling with the Euro centrism built into their 

curriculum. For much of the past seventy years, the solution has been to offer a 
few courses that center non-western music and/or to include courses on Jazz and 
music of the African diaspora. More often than not, these courses are either 
optional, or a single required foray into non-western music, a tip-of-the-cap to 
diversity. Not until the last two decades has common practice music been widely 
challenged as the center of a collegiate music education. This paper is a case 
study in Vassar College’s ongoing experiment into integrating non-Western music 
into the music history curriculum. This fall, the music department split the first 
course of the music history sequence “Early Music” into two sections – the first 
examines art music from the Medieval Mughal Kingdoms of India, the Abbasid 
court of Baghdad, warring states period in Central China and Feudal Japan. The 
goal of this is to put global context into the second half of the semester 
(particularly with the role that the Abbasid Court and the Mughal Kingdoms play 
in the European Renaissance) and to introduce students to different 
organizational, compositional, and philosophical systems that animate non-
Western music. The goal of this project moving forward is to integrate other 



forms of art music into the entirety of the sequence. This paper will outline the 
process and reflect on this ongoing collaborative approach between scholars of 
Western and Asian art music. 

 
• Reconceiving an Introductory Asian Studies Course.  Christopher Bjork, Vassar College 

o After years of offering a menu of introductory courses for students to choose 
from, the Vassar College Asian Studies Program created a team-taught, multi-
disciplinary 100-level requirement. The third iteration of the course will be 
implemented this year. In this presentation, I will discuss the rationale for shifting 
to this approach, as well as the process used to develop the class. I will also reflect 
on the benefits and drawbacks of this shift. Those observations will address the 
effects of the change on the curriculum, student engagement with the Asian 
Studies Program, and faculty relationships. 
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4-1. Pearl S. Buck Studies and Cultural Communication   Stern 204 
 from an International Perspective 
Chair: Zhangping Lu, Jiangsu University 
Moderator: Sophia Geng, College of Saint Benedict | Saint John's University 
This panel explores and compares the historical context, developmental status and novel trends 
of Pearl S. Buck studies in the world by means of bibliometrics, content analysis, web crawler 
and natural language processing technology from an international perspective. It finds that Pearl 
Buck studies in different regions share common themes. Also because of the regional different 
political, economic and cultural background, it produces distinct characteristic of study branches. 
On this basis, this panel tries to cross the fusion under the international background of 
contemporary civilization, builds a scientific and accurate Peral Buck story spread paradigm and 
system, and deeply expand the development mode and application channel of her cultural 
resources. Finally, it establishes a multi-dimensional Pear Buck cultural communication model in 
order to promote the carrying forward of Pearl Buck' s spirit on a global scale. 
 

• An Overview of Pearl S. Buck Studies in China.  Wencheng Su, Jiangsu University 
o From the perspective of multivariate data analysis, this paper collects literature 

data from journal and conference papers, postgraduate dissertations, monographs, 
newspapers and yearbooks that are related to research on Pearl Buck conducted in 
China. A comprehensive and panoramic survey of the thematic evolutionary 
process of Pearl studies in China is conducted based on bibliometrics, knowledge 
mapping and topic modeling. This research paper finds that all kinds of data 
research topics have embedded crossover, while topics in monographs are 
relatively independent; The research finding types are widely related; The pioneer 
topics integrate with traditional ones; The researchers' cross-field findings 
accumulate evidently. An overview of Pearl S. Buck studies in China is taken to 



help Chinese and international scholars to crystalize the history, current situation 
and future trends of Pearl Buck studies in China, and promote further cultural 
exploration to her works, and finally sublimate her cultural spirit of freedom, 
equality and respect. 

 
• Analysis of Pearl S. Buck’s International Academic Communication Mode and Regional 

Characteristics Based on Knowledge Map.  Xinhui Cui, Zhenjiang Library 
o Pearl S. Buck's literary works spread all over the world, and her academic 

research has promoted cultural exchanges and cooperation among different 
places. Based on the collection of relevant English academic achievements of 
Pearl's research, this paper analyzes the group, organization, channel, content and 
effect Pearl's research by using 5W communication theory, and intuitively 
displays the content characteristics of north America, Asia and other regions by 
using the method of knowledge map. It is found that the academic communication 
content of Pearl mainly focuses on the study of her life and the theme of her 
literary works, and forms the regional characteristics of North America with the 
theme of American social politics, and Asia with the theme of literary works and 
identity. 

 
• Research on the communication system of Pearl Buck's story from an international 

perspective.  Qiong Liu, Jiangsu University 
o From an international perspective, this paper makes Pearl S. Buck’s cultural spirit 

spread in the form of light narration, oral English, emotion and interaction. 
Schematic theory is adopted to construct the communication schema of Pearl 
Buck’s story, and this paper determines the core connotation and communication 
image of Pearl Buck’s story. Based on the precise communication strategy in the 
internet era, it builds a communication pattern of “big network, big culture and 
big communication”, creates a “precise communication paradigm” and formulates 
the communication strategy of Pearl Buck’s story. It examines and improves the 
communication system of Pearl Buck’s story through the practice of promoting 
and disseminating Pearl Buck’s culture. The construction of Pearl S. Buck’s story 
communication system at the four levels of schema, paradigm, strategy and 
practice is helpful to expand the application mode and channels of Pearl S. Buck's 
characteristic culture and deepen the connotation of cultural resource 
development. 

 
• Strategies and Approaches of International Communication of Pearl S. Buck Culture 

from the Perspective of Communication.  Xiaojing Wang, Jiangsu University & Jing 
Jiang College 

o In the new situation of increasingly fierce conflict and dialogue, collision and 
integration of civilization, the spirit of cultural tolerance and the wisdom of cross-
cultural communication represented by Pearl S. Buck have become an important 
spiritual wealth and contain great value of the times. This study uses big data 
thinking and web crawler technology to collate and verify the connotation of 
Pearl's cultural thought and explore the rules and methods of her cross-cultural 
communication. According to the communication theory, the Pearl's culture 



communication model is established from five aspects: communicators, 
communication content, communication channels, communication objects and 
communication effects. Taking the Zhigong party of China as an example, this 
paper specifically explores how to spread Pearl's cultural spirit internationally, 
and puts forward suggestions and ideas for improving her cultural influence 
worldwide. 

 
4-2.   Landscape as Storyteller:       Stern 103 
 Representing spiritual and cultural spaces through anime and video game 
 landscapes 
Chair: Sue Bergeron, Coastal Carolina University 
We move through and experience landscapes as a key part of our everyday lives and give 
meaning to both natural and cultural features within those landscapes. In creating a compelling 
and even immersive storytelling experience, the creators of visual media such as anime or video 
games often effectively utilize landscape elements to highlight cultural and spiritual concepts 
This panel will explore ways in which the visual landscapes of anime and other visual media, 
such as video games, can powerfully and effectively convey elements of cultural meaning and 
enrich narratives. Carefully crafted scenes, such as the Taisho period setting of Kimetsu no 
Kaiba (Demon Slayer) or the medieval Japanese island landscapes of the video game Ghost of 
Tsushima, utilize landscape features to enhance the narrative elements within these works. 
 

• "The Strength We Need is All Around Us”: The Visual Landscapes of Ghost of 
Tsushima.  Sue Bergeron, Coastal Carolina University 

o This paper will explore the visual landscapes of the video game Ghost of 
Tsushima, and how elements within those landscapes not only echo aspects of 
Japanese cultural and spiritual traditions but also guide and empower the player. 
From the main character Jin’s journey to each Shinto shrine to the haiku poems he 
composes at various locations around the island, Ghost of Tsushima highlights the 
deep spiritual connection to nature found in Japanese culture. Throughout his 
travels through the landscapes of Tsushima Island, Jin gains strength from visits 
to traditional onsen and even the wind itself acts as a guide to his next destination. 

 
• Here and There: Reflection of Self and Other.  L. Jesse Rouse, UNC Pembroke 

o Japanese visual media has often utilized ideas of place and landscape to position 
narratives. From the looming presence of Godzilla as he moves over an urban 
metropolis to a tranquil visual of a bicycle moving between rice fields on a 
summer day, positionality is often used to frame the exposition and to even set the 
stage for impending action. In addition, locations have often been used to frame a 
sense of self and other as a way to force change on the lead characters and to 
create internal and external conflict. Perhaps this is most obvious in the recent 
popularity of isekai where the protagonist them self can lose their sense of self as 
they are forced into another world. This paper will look at examples of how place 
and positionality in Japanese visual media affect the sense of self and other for 
characters as well as viewers and readers. 

 
• Zelda and Sacred Simulations.  Ron Green and Carol Jinier, Coastal Carolina University 



o In this paper, the co-authors analyze representations of sacred landscapes in a 
video game environment in terms of post-modern sociology theories related to 
Baudrillard's ideas. In his writing Simulacra and Simulation, Baudrillard 
examines the relationships between reality, symbols, and society. Using his theory 
as a launching point, this paper focuses on presentations of religious icons and 
spaces in one of the most influential action RPG video games Zelda, the Ocarina 
of Time, ranked as one of the greatest or the greatest video game of all time by 
numerous publications. In particular, the authors examine the realm of sages in 
the game and its connection to the symbolic landscape of the lotus flower at the 
center of the Garbhadhatu Mandala, central to Japanese Shingon esoteric 
Buddhism. 
  

4-3.   Teaching and Research in the Liberal Arts:    Stern 203 
 AN-Luce Postdoctoral Fellows 
Chair: Chris Herrick, Muhlenberg College 
Presenters will discuss both their research and their strategies and pedagogy in teaching at liberal 
arts campuses. Three panelists who are current AN-Luce Foundation teaching fellows will 
discuss how they are able to continue as research scholars and be effective teachers as well and 
share their challenges and how they addressed them. 
 

• A Thousand Madame White Snake: A Case Study of Teaching Transcultural Asia 
Through Adaptations.  Dorothee Hou , Moravian University 

o While the “transnational turn” in Asian studies has taken place over two decades 
ago, there have been limited pedagogical discussions on bringing transnational 
and transcultural Asian studies into the classroom. This presentation provides a 
case study of teaching transcultural Asia through the transmedia and transnational 
adaptions of “Madame White Snake”, one of the best-known and most-taught 
Chinese folklores. Just like its shapeshifting protagonist, the tale has found many 
new lives in a variety of media and cultures throughout the 20th and 21st century, 
from interwar Japanese cinema to contemporary American avant-garde theatre. 
The themes of transformation, transgression, and iconoclasm of the White Snake 
lore, as well as its natural affinity with boundary-breaking transmedia adaptation, 
I argue, makes it an optimal subject for pedagogical innovation. This case study 
includes a detailed, hands-on class plan, which can be used for various courses, as 
well as an analysis of student feedback. 

 
• How the Baby Food Industry is Transforming the COVID-19 Crisis into Marketing 

Opportunities in Indonesia, Irma Hidayana, St. Lawrence University 
o A comprehensive study has documented how baby food marketing constantly 

poses a substantial barrier to breastfeeding contributing to the deaths of more than 
800,000 children under five and 20,000 women worldwide annually. In Indonesia, 
over the last decade, a wide variety of marketing tactics have been used, including 
those that sought to equate commercial formula milk and breast milk. It is of 
concern that the US$2,800 million baby formula industry has capitalized on the 
COVID-19 pandemic to increase sales, in violation of the WHO International 
Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes.  The COVID-19 pandemic has 



provided novel opportunities for the multinational baby food industry to influence 
mothers’ feeding decisions with newer marketing strategies. From May to 
December 2021, there were at least 874 reported cases of the unethical marketing 
of commercial formula milk, mainly through social media. The marketing 
activities have included the use of unsubstantiated health claims, online marketing 
campaigns, maternal child health and nutrition webinars, and Instagram Live 
Question & Answer sessions with experts. Moreover, other promotional tactics, 
such as donations of breast milk substitute products and vaccination services for 
younger populations were commonly used to harness the public sentiment of hope 
and solidarity. This paper examines how the baby food industry has transformed 
the current COVID-19 pandemic into unprecedented marketing strategies to 
influence breastfeeding practices in Indonesia.  It highlights the other public 
health concerns that are amplified in the wake of the COVID 19 pandemic.   

 
• Comparative Analysis of Western, Hong Kong, Taiwanese Press vs. Chinese Semi-

Official Media Representation of Hong Kong and Taiwan.  Chris Herrick and Jorge 
Silveyra, Muhlenberg University 

o This paper employs enhanced content analysis to provide a systematic comparison 
of the evolving rhetoric of Chinese semi-official media (Global Times, People's 
Daily) in comparison to media coverage of Hong Kong and Taiwan provided by 
Western media (CNN, BBC, 9 Australia), Hong Kong media (Straits Times, 
Apple) and Taiwan media (Freedom Times, China Post). The paper will 
incorporate standard content analysis, sentiment analysis, and propaganda 
analysis. Ideally, the analysis will incorporate changes over a 10-year interval.  

 
 
4-4.   Individual Papers: China’s Economy and International Affairs  Stern 201 
Chair: Enyu Zhang, Seattle University 

• Multilateralism with Chinese Characteristics:  Power and Order Transition through the 
Belt and Road Initiative.  Enyu Zhang, Seattle University 

o While the United States under the Trump administration has turned away from 
globalism and multilateralism, China under Xi Jinping’s leadership has expanded 
and deepened the country’s commitment to international and interregional 
connectivity through the Beijing-led Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Much of the 
recent scholarship on the BRI has focused on Beijing’s motivations, policy tools, 
their perceptions, effects, and implications across various countries and regions, 
etc. However, little research has examined the BRI’s causal mechanisms and 
effects on world order. How, for example, do the dynamics of power transition 
explain the Belt and Road Initiative’s impact upon policies and outcomes at the 
international level? Through a qualitative analysis of the dynamics of power 
transition between the United States and China, this paper seeks to examine how 
China has shifted from a passive and reluctant participant in international affairs 
to an assertive leader through institutional creation with the BRI and other related 
multilateral initiatives. This paper also aims to visually present these dynamics 
with the analytical approach of systemism. It argues that the BRI has served as a 
grand strategy with multi-dimensional instruments to expedite the power and 



order transition from the United States to the People’s Republic of China, and this 
expedited process has presented a major challenge to the United States that it has 
been slow to respond with a coherent strategy. 

 
• Business and Asian Studies: A Doomed Marriage?  Nancy Sowers and Jianfen Wang, 

Berea College 
o China has reemerged as an economic powerhouse over the last 30 years, and for 

students to prepare for the increased competition in technology, finance, and AI, a 
course situated from a lens of economic transformation seemed like an essential 
component to both the Business and Asian Studies curricula at our small, liberal 
arts college. Understanding the transition and growth of the economy within the 
much longer historical context would equip students with valuable perspectives 
for viewing China’s economy and environment. In this presentation, we share the 
design elements we employed for the course, the challenges we faced from 
colleagues and students, and the lessons we learned when combining very 
different disciplines into one course. While working and learning together was 
rewarding, some of the benefits and the costs to our curricular choices in this 
course countered our expectations.  

 
• China in Zambia: Culinary Colonialism?  Christopher Annear, Hobart and William Smith 

Colleges 
o China’s most recent encounter with Zambia has been the source of great 

speculation. The Chinese “Belt and Road Initiative" has transformed Zambia’s 
physical infrastructure over the past decade, building hospitals, paving roads, and 
reinvigorating moribund copper mines. It also now owns US$9 billion (one-third) 
of Zambia’s debt. Zambian academics have charged the Chinese government with 
diminishing its democratic institutions and, broadly, neocolonialism. However, 
Zambia’s food system has received little attention. Beginning with a widely 
publicized and politicized accusation by the mayor of Lusaka that Zambians are 
barred from a popular Chinese restaurant, I will explore food access, ingredient 
choice, and cross-cultural culinary sharing for both Zambians and Chinese 
residents living in Zambia. This work, which is integrated with course-based 
student research, will consider what it means to be Asian in Africa, and Zambian 
in a country increasingly transformed by the growing presence of China in 
economy, politics, and cuisine.  

  
• The Making of Global Citizens: Teaching China-Africa Relations in the Classroom.  

Yidong Gong, New College of Florida 
o What does teaching global citizenship mean for small liberal arts colleges? In this 

presentation, I will share my experience of teaching China-Africa relations, as 
part of the international and global studies initiatives at New College of Florida. 
Although most of our students are from Florida, a transregional perspective on the 
emergence and expansion of an interrelated world is essential for a future-oriented 
liberal arts curriculum. This presentation will introduce the course design of 
China, Africa, and Globalization, and students’ performance in this highly 
interactive course.  I will also reflect on teaching in Florida but beyond Asia to 



explore the dynamic relationship between and among the local, the regional and 
the global.  

 
 

10:15 am -11:45 am  CONCURRENT SESSION #5 
 
 
 
5-1.   Transcultural China in the Classroom and Community   Stern 103 
Chair: Andrew Kless, Alfred University 
This panel examines ways in which China can be studied and experienced transculturally. This 
may be in the classroom, with introductory Chinese language or transnational history classes. It 
may be in a university museum, tying Chinese ceramics to the rest of the world. Or it may be in 
the community through multicultural music performances and forums. Three professors from 
Alfred University representing different scholarly and artistic disciplines explore how 
transcultural connections with China enrich their university and village community. 
 

• East Meets West Virtual Concert & Forum Series.  Zhongbei (Daisy) Wu, Alfred 
University 

o With winter and 2020 COVID restrictions keeping people at home and concert 
halls closed, staff of the Confucius Institute at Alfred University (CIAU) had an 
idea to invite everyone with an internet connection to experience a monthly 
musical journey half-way around the globe. These “East Meets West” Zoom 
programs have provided an opportunity to expand cultural horizons by virtually 
“stepping backstage” to chat with world-class musicians sharing their deep love 
of music, their diverse instruments, and their amazing life stories. Each 1 ½ hour 
program features live and recorded music and discussion between a pair of guest 
musicians, some Chinese and some Western, hosted by Daisy Wu, an 
accomplished guzheng artist and CIAU Director, with time for audience questions 
and comments.  We will explain more about the series, with an invitation to join 
future programs or perhaps apply the concept to other fields of endeavor. 

 
• The Transcultural Teabowl.  Meghen Jones, Alfred University 

o Originating in China and developed in Korea and Japan, teabowls have been a 
special category of ceramic vessel for more than a thousand years. Today they 
capture the imagination of potters around the world, both as utensil and as 
sculpture.  The Alfred Ceramic Art Museum’s 2021 exhibition Path of the 
Teabowl of teabowl explored the historical trajectory of this iconic vessel form. 
This presentation will outline how the project addressed cultural appropriation 
and transcultural iconicity. 

 
• China and Botswana: When Teaching turns into Research.  Andrew Kless, Alfred 

University 
o While teaching courses on China and Southern Africa simultaneously last Spring, 

I began asking questions of China’s relationship to the region, particularly 
Botswana. From those questions came a research interest in the transition of a 



staunch ally of the US and Britain towards an increasingly close relationship with 
China. On the morning of January 7, 2021, Botswana’s Twitter feed revealed to 
the world that the country had become the 46th African signatory to China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative. Subsequent tweets that morning expressed President 
Mokgweetsi E. K. Masisi’s thanks to the Chinese government and “optimism that 
the signing of the memorandum will help Botswana attract the necessary foreign 
direct investment in her quest to reboot the economy in the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic.” Where does the relationship then go from here? 

 
 
5-2.   Individual Papers: Transregional and Transcultural Narratives Stern 203 
Chair: Brian Dott, Whitman College 
 

• Screening Mission, Framing China: Missionaries as Cinematic Tropes in Sino-US 
Imaginations.  Joseph W. Ho, Albion College 

o As movie audiences settled into theater seats around the 20th century world, the 
films they encountered on the silver screen featured the character of the 
missionary in China – equal parts hero(ine) and hapless victim, foreign interloper 
and embedded ally. This paper explores how Christian missionaries as cinematic 
tropes reflected American and Chinese ideals and anxieties about the other, 
translated by intersecting worlds of missions, Hollywood, and transpacific 
encounters. I trace how missionaries-as-mediators blurred lines between on-
screen and ground-level experiences. At times, they served as technical advisors 
or film critics, pointing out distortions of Chinese communities in which they 
worked. In counterpoint, their on-screen portrayals provided lenses through which 
American filmmakers projected ideas about gender and sexual tension, racial 
difference, and colonial and anti-imperial conflicts. In doing so, I argue that the 
missionary trope and its evolutions on screen represented mutable visions of Sino-
US relationships and transnational imaginations of modern China. 

 
• Transregional Cinema: Mobility, Flexibility, and Locality in a Transcultural Asia.  Jinhua 

Li, University of North Carolina Asheville 
o This presentation critically engages the Chinese film Dying to Survive that 

portrays intra- and inter-regional journeys, both geographical and temporal, where 
human mobility and (in)flexible identities are re-shaped and reshaping their 
environments. The themes of mobility, flexibility and transculturality in the 
formation and re-configuration of identities are examined within the framework of 
social, political, and economic implications necessitated in a transcultural Asia, 
where transregional cinema becomes both resistance against and an antidote to 
homogenizing globalism. Through the lens of physical mobility and its (false) 
promises of transregional flexibility, Dying to Survive presents illuminating 
discourses on cinematic transregionalism as a reflection and a critique of 
transcultural realities. While the expressions of identity politics and representation 
of the flexible, mobile, and locally-embedded individual identities remain central 
to cinematic experimentations that redefine boundaries and transcend borders, 



regional discrepancies and its sociopolitical unevenness inevitably regulate the 
topography of a transcultural Asia.  

o  
• Transcultural Adaptation of the Water Margin in Edo-Period Japan.  Mari Nagase, 

Augustana College 
o The Ming-dynasty fiction, Shuihuzhuan, is beloved stock-entertainment literature 

in Japan. The story has been re-created in various popular media for over two 
centuries. It exemplifies the spread of “Culture China.” An early example of such 
a transnational flow of culture is the commercially successful adaptation of 
Kyokutei Bakin (1767-1848) in a fully illustrated book called gōkan. Its success 
can be attributed to the heavy indigenization of the foreign story. While the work 
closely follows the original storyline, it is set in a Japanese geographical and 
historical background, populated with Japanese characters. To appeal to the 
female audience central to the gōkan books printed exclusively in native kana 
scripts, the author switched the characters’ genders, thus creating an exciting story 
of pugnacious, tough women fighting for justice. This presentation will highlight 
the transformation of a popular story adapted to another culture, language, and 
media, gaining the favor of a new audience. 

 
• Ethnic Identity Consciousness: Arena to witness, script and perform life stories.  Roy 

Tamashiro, Webster University 
o Reflecting on the existential quest to know who I am and what it means to be 

human, I explore the expansion and development of identity consciousness, 
particularly racial-ethnic identity. The autoethnographic account of my on-going 
pilgrimage to museums and historic sites of profound suffering, and the oral 
histories collected on this voyage served as data sources for working with identity 
consciousness development. In terms of family history and cultural demography, I 
am identified as third generation-immigrant [sansei] from Okinawa prefecture of 
Japan with a family legacy of war traumas across generations. My grandparents 
and six other family members were killed by U.S. bombs in the Battle of Okinawa 
(1945). My father escaped conscription into the Japanese Imperial Army, but was 
later drafted into the U.S. Army unit made up of young soldiers whose families 
were detained in the Japanese-American internment camps. I grew up in Hawaii 
holding conscientious objector status, protesting the War in Vietnam. Since the 
current pandemic began, over 3,700 incidents of anti-Asian harassment, 
discrimination, and violence across the U.S. have been reported. An awareness 
awakened that my family legacies of war trauma and subjugation to structural 
violence are parallel to everyone’s family legacies across racial-ethnic boundaries. 
This insight arose from historical witness consciousness and the teachings of 
ancient cosmologies that human suffering is inevitable, and is part of the ongoing 
legacy of what it means to be human. My autoethnography becomes the 
subjective arena where identity definitions are fluidly and continuously 
constructed, owned, disowned and co-owned. Identities, including racial-ethnic 
identities, thus become the subject of stories to be witnessed, scripted, and 
performed in and for this lifetime and multiple lifetimes.  

 



 
5-3.   From History to Fiction:       Stern 303 
 Hybridity, Carcerality, and Mobility in French-Asian Transcultural Narratives 
Chair: Xinyi Tan, Coastal Carolina University 
The growing international influence of Asian Francophone Studies has seen the popularity of 
new theoretical paradigms, such as transculturality, intersectionality, and multilingualism. The 
transcultural narratives by Asian Francophone authors, who are originally from Asia and write in 
French, broach and problematize complex notions of mobility, otherness, and identity with 
personal stories that act as a counterweight to the official history. Taking into account the fluid 
boundaries between history and fiction, the papers in this panel illuminate Asian Francophone 
identity politics through notions of transdiasporic writing, transcolonial carceralities, and 
prisonscape in the selected historical and novelistic texts. From Japanese emigration and 
interment in New Caledonia, to Operation Babylift during the Viet Nam War, to the carceral 
experiences in modern China, these papers propose a reconfiguration of important episodes in 
Asian and French History as they dialogue/engage with global mobility, transcultural encounters, 
and the interplay between history and fiction. 
 

• Transcolonial Carceralities from North Africa to Oceania: Situating Japanese 
Incarceration Across the French Empire.  Benjamin Hiramatsu Ireland, Texas Christian 
University 

o This paper proposes an examination of a critically unstudied episode in Asian and 
French History in which the Free-French Empire incarcerated over a thousand 
Japanese emigrants in the French Oceanic territory of New Caledonia in 1941. 
After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, French authorities deported nearly all 
Japanese emigrants from New Caledonia to various internment camps in 
Australia. The separation of families, comprised of Indigenous women and 
Japanese men, created challenging situations for their mixed-race Indigenous-
Japanese children whose citizenship was revoked by French officials. The 
families that the Japanese left behind in New Caledonia were additionally faced 
with the sequestration and dispossession of their lands, their heritage, and sense of 
belonging. This paper will consider the French Empire’s denaturalization and 
carceral policies vis-à-vis the Japanese in New Caledonia, situating the case of the 
Japanese in the French Pacific in relation to carceral and sociolegal policies 
operating simultaneously in Vichy-controlled French Algeria. 
 As Aomar Boum and Sarah Abrevaya Stein have convincingly 
demonstrated, “Vichy’s anti-Semitic laws replicated in many details Nazi anti-
Semitic legislation, connecting in documentable ways France’s colonies to the 
Holocaust” (The Holocaust and North Africa, 48). It is not the intention of this 
paper to intimate parallels between France’s colony of New Caledonia, site of an 
internment center for Japanese emigrants, with European Holocaust victims, 
North African Muslim internees, and Japanese settlers. Rather, this paper orients a 
history of Japanese emigration and internment in the French Pacific and Australia 
around what I call transcolonial carceralities—a notion of overlapping and often 
uneven colonial policies pertaining to incarceration spanning multiple empires. In 
so doing, this paper illuminates how multifarious colonial policies pertaining to 
the carceral state reinforce parallels between diasporic and ideological movements 



across empires. Exploring Free-French colonial policy in New Caledonia, placed 
in contiguity with French Empire policies in Vichy North Africa with ties to the 
Holocaust, allow for Indigenous and pan-Asian comparisons within a 
transcolonial framework of settler-colonialism. 

 
• Unraveling Colorful Threads: Memory, Mobility, and Metamorphosis in Kim Thúy’s Em 

(2020).  Xinyi Tan, Coastal Carolina University 
o Since the 1980s, a new generation of Vietnamese-Francophone writers has 

emerged, and many of these new voices belong to women with roots in Viet Nam, 
writing abroad. Kim Thúy, who emigrated to Quebec, Canada with the boat 
people in 1979, joins her female contemporaries such as Anna Moï, Linda Lê, and 
Bach Mai as the foremost voices in the Vietnamese-Francophone novel today. Set 
in the historical backdrop of war and its aftermath in Southeast Asia, Thúy’s 
fiction is known for its emblematic style that incorporates a series of nonlinear 
prose poems, usually interconnected with sensory fragments (i.e. a sound, a smell, 
or a flavor). In her latest novel Em (2020), color is one of the common threads 
uniting a myriad of personal histories recounted in fragments, as well as an 
antithesis of recorded History. The novel concentrates on the American-organized 
baby lift of Amerasian children out of Viet Nam in 1975, right before the fall of 
Saigon. Known as bụi đời or “dust of life” in Viet Nam, these children became 
“ephemeral families” due to their shared experiences of hybridity and 
orphanhood. Among those who began life anew in the U.S. are trailblazers of the 
nail salon industry, dominated nowadays by Vietnamese expatriates around the 
world. 
 Throughout the novel, a plurality of colors serves as a powerful medium 
for portraying the central themes of trauma, memory, mobility and metamorphosis 
linked to the experiences of war and diaspora. From the bodies of mixed-race 
children, to the deadly “rainbow” produced by Operation Ranch Hand, to the 
color schemes created by manicures, the author shows that color can kill but can 
also heal. Thúy’s brief and haunting tale shows that beauty—embodied in the 
richness of color—exists in the most unimaginable moments of war, which 
resonates strongly with Tim O’Brien’s claim that “war is grotesque. But in truth 
war is also beauty” (The Things They Carried, 51). Using this major motif as a 
point of departure, this article examines how truth and fiction are interwoven in 
the book to unravel only threads of the complicated history of the Viet Nam (or 
American) War. Through her protagonists’ metamorphosis from orphans of war 
to globe trotters, the author proves to us that cultural and racial mixing can result 
in the formation of a transdiasporic identity, which resists the homeland/exile 
binary dominant in current Vietnamese-Francophone literature. 

 
• The Transcultural Configuration of 20th-Century Chinese Prisonscape in Francophone 

Chinese Diasporic Literature.  Shuangyi Li, University of Bristol 
o This paper examines the literary engagement with modern and contemporary 

Chinese carceral space in the French-language novels written by two first-
generation Chinese migrant writers in France, François CHENG (1929-) and DAI 
Sijie (1954-). The notion of prisonscape encompasses the physical and material 



setting as well as the mental perception and imagining of prison. Importantly, it 
opens up a renegotiation between lived experiences of prison in reality and their 
creative narrative reconstructions across cultures and geopolitical locations (De 
Marchi, Prisonscape, 2020).  
 Both Cheng and Dai are keen to represent Chinese carceral experiences in 
their French novelistic fabric: Haolang and Tianyi's labour camp ordeal in the 
Great North in The River Below (1998) (Le Dit de Tianyi); Ma and Luo's 
countryside re-education in Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress (2000); a 
fictionalized account of the Chinese writer HU Feng's (1902-85) political 
imprisonment at River Lu camp in Sichuan in Once on a Moonless Night (2007); 
an overseas Chinese protagonist's journey to save his loved one from a Chinese 
prison in Mr Muo's Travelling Couch (2003), and so on. These narratives and 
representations are informed by not only modern Chinese history (especially that 
of the first three decades of the PRC) but also, to some extent, the writers' own 
experiential knowledge. However, while exposing and denouncing the profound 
social and political injustice suffered by various characters, Cheng and Dai also 
consciously turn their novelistic prisonscapes into sites of transcultural encounter 
and interaction. Thus, characters are frequently seen to seek spiritual salvation 
from foreign literature, languages, and art. There is a clear tendency to exoticize 
and aestheticize Chinese carceral experiences in these novelistic accounts, yet I 
argue that it is the use of the French literary expression that allows both writers to 
creatively distance themselves from, and reconcile with, historical and personal 
traumas they lived through. 

 


