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Comment Period 
The ASIANetwork Board of Directors approved the following changes which will be brought to 
the membership at the Business Meeting on April 15, 2023.  Comments will be accepted until 
January 15, 2023 after which the final copy of this proposal will be posted on the conference 
website.  Send comments to Dan Choffnes at dchoffnes@carthage.edu. 
 
 
Proposal 
1. The two institutional categories (Category I and II) be eliminated from the ASIANetwork by-

laws. 
2. Community colleges do not have an enrollment limit.   

 
Background and Rationale 
1. ASIANetwork currently has two institutional categories for membership (descriptions 

below). In operation and programming, ASIANetwork rarely distinguishes between Category 
I and Category II institutions. In addition, recent communication with foundations suggests 
that the distinction between the two categories is no longer relevant.  

2. The 12,500 undergraduate enrollment limit is counterproductive to ASIANetwork’s recent 
effort to encourage the participation of more community colleges. 

 
CURRENT DESCRIPTION 
 
ARTICLE III  Membership 
 
Membership in ASIANetwork is institutional, composed primarily of liberal arts colleges.  Individuals who 
are not on the faculty of member colleges may affiliate as individuals under guidelines set forth by the 
Board of Directors. 
 
The membership year begins August 1.  Annual membership dues for all categories are proposed by the 
Board of Directors and passed by a simple majority at the Business Meeting.  
 
Membership categories: 
 
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS -- Institutional Members are comprised of two categories of institutions: 
Category I and Category II. 
 



Category I:  All accredited, degree-granting institutions that define their primary mission as the provision 
of an undergraduate liberal arts education.  Ordinarily, Category I Institutional Members will be 
relatively small colleges with enrollments of fewer than 5,000 undergraduate students at the time of the 
first membership application or when applying to rejoin after a hiatus of five years or more. 
   
Category II:  All accredited, degree-granting institutions that define one of their missions as the provision 
of an undergraduate liberal arts education. Ordinarily, Category II Institutional Members will be small 
universities, community colleges, and/or other institutions with enrollments of fewer than 12,500 
students, of whom at least 80% are undergraduate, at the time of the first membership application or 
when applying to rejoin after a hiatus of five years or more. 

All benefits of institutional membership are available to both categories.  Since the mission of 
ASIANetwork is the fostering of Asian Studies in small liberal arts colleges, in competition for fellowships 
and grants administered by ASIANetwork and for Board Membership, preference may be given to 
Category I institutions. 
 
AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP -- Open to educational institutions outside the United States, organizations 
(foundations, publishing houses, etc.), and individuals.  Affiliate Membership confers all the benefits 
open to other members, except that they are not eligible: (1) to apply for fellowships or grants 
administered by ASIANetwork; (2) to nominate or elect candidates to serve as officers of the 
organization, (3) to vote at the business meeting as described below. 
 
 
PROPOSED REVISION 
 
ARTICLE III  Membership 
 
There are three types of ASIANetwork membership:  Institutional, affiliate, and individual. 
Institutional member institutions share a primary commitment to undergraduate education in 
the liberal arts and the study of Asia as part of that commitment. Organizations such as 
foundations and publishing houses join as affiliate members. Individuals not affiliated with a 
member institution or organization may join as individual members.  The membership year 
begins August 1.  Annual membership dues for all categories are proposed by the Board of 
Directors and passed by a simple majority at the Business Meeting.  

Institutional Members. Institutional Members are accredited, degree-granting 2- or 4-year 
institutions. Such institutions include traditional liberal arts colleges and universities with 
enrollments of fewer than 12,500 students, of whom at least 80% are undergraduate at the 
time of the first membership application or when applying to rejoin after a hiatus of five years 
or more. Community colleges are exempt from the above enrollment cap. 
 
Affiliate Membership: Overseas educational institutions, organizations (foundations, publishing 
houses, etc.) with an interest in undergraduate liberal arts education. Affiliate Membership 
confers all the benefits open to other members, except that they are not eligible for the 
following: 1) to apply for fellowships or grants administered by ASIANetwork; 2) to nominate or 



elect candidates to serve as officers of the organization; and (3) to vote at the business meeting 
as described below. 
 
 
Individual Membership: Individuals with an interest in undergraduate liberal arts education. 
Individual Membership confers all the benefits open to other members, except that they are 
not eligible for the following: 1) to apply for fellowships or grants administered by 
ASIANetwork; and 2) to nominate or elect candidates to serve as officers of the organization. 
 


